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and the setting up of a Dutch Red Cross Organisation
par Leo VAN BERGEN
Introduction
Without any hesitation the setting up

1

of the Dutch Red Cross

organisation can be called ffoublesome and peculiar. The troublesome
.rr,írr., fot instance) can be exemplified by pointing out that if I had
Un souuenir de Solfeino,I
resricted myself
-this to the reception àf Dunant's
perhaps the ihotest article ever, simply by statingt
could make
"riq
the exceptio., of somè private gatifications, such aí the Royal fzrttly,2
there wain't any, at lealt not in public ne§/spaPefs. Futthermofe the
troublesome and above all certainly the peculiar natuÍe is seen in the fact
that the Dutch Red Cross (DRC) was nol a result of private initiative, but
of a Royal Decision by the conservative, miJitaristic King-§Tilliamlll nicknamed King Gorillz and not because of his looks - after a whispet
of his ministet of WarJ.A. van den Bosch'

This, however, does not mean that the Nethedands played a minor
role in the ftst years of Red Cross-history, for Dunant had t'wo dear
Dutch friends, military health officer Johan Hendrik Chdstiaan Basting

r Historien de la médecine, KITLV, Leiden, Pays-Bas'
2 Archive Hoofdbestuur NRK 1867-1945, inv. nr. 306, dossier 3: Min. of war Blanken to
Basing 24-3-1864

;

Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant, 22-6-7863, Dag.
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and his friend Chades William Meredith van de Velde, member of the fust
local, Geneva committee. Together with Dunant they strove to make his
idea of voluntary aid to sick and wounded soldiers a success. It is even
said that Basting should be called the father - or at least the co-father of Red Cross neutrality for as well medical personnel as the wounded.3
Nevertheless it took four years before in the Nethedands a Red Cross
organisation came into being, officially called Dutch Society for the
Lending of Aid to Sick and \X/ounded \il/ardors in Times Of War. In
spite of different attempts, Basting nor Van de Velde had anything to do
with this, although even nowadays Basting is often called the founder of
the DRC. This, however, is anything but strange, for few subjects are so
dddled with myth as exacdy the first years of the Red Cross-society.

By the way, the words 'in times, of war' would bring the Dutch
organisation in big trouble, because it, with the short time exceptions of
the Franco-Prussian and the Boer-war to which ambulances were sent, it
meant invisibility in the decades of peace, at least in Europe, up until
1,914.

Solfedno. The voice of humanity on the field of batde
Soon after Dunant had written his Un souaenir de Solferino Basting set
himself to translating it, probably ofl request of Dunant himself.a
Although the original French language could hardly have anything to do
with the poor reception, being a famihar language for almost all Dutch
having had some education, it was Basting's translation that did cause
some reaction, although all in all it was but a stone in a vast sea.
Basting immediately was enthusiastic after reading Dunant's book. He
u/rote him a letter dripping with Christian faith and Samaritanism. \ff/ere
he and Dunant not soul brothers, children of Calvin, servants of the
Lord ? No wonder he set himself to translating Dunant's book, after
another protagonist, Lodewijk Mulder, had said he could not find the
See for instance: Handelingen uan het Nederkndsche Roode Krais, part II, 302; A.A.J.
Quanier, 'Feestrede (t.g.v. 40 jaar NRK)' tn: Militair Geneeskundig TidrchiÍ, 11 (1907),
150-165, especially 1,54-156; H. Beelaerts van Blokland, Dr. Joban Hendrik Christiaan
Batting The Hague without year (7942),3, 12-14; Idem, 'Ioen het Roode Kruis werd
opgericht', in: Het Nededandsche Roode Kruis 1867-1942,TheHagte 7942,15;J.H.
Rombach, Dr. Johan Hendrik Christiaan Basting (1817-1870), 'n: Uniuerseel. T/dscbifi
uan het Belgische Rode Kruis in Vlaanderen,3, 3 (Ivlay-June 7978),64-69; Idem, Nederland en
het Rode Kruis, Amsterdam 1992,8; C.M. Schulten, '175 Jaar militaiÍ geneeskundige
dienst', 'rn: Nederlands Militair GeneeskundtgTlduhifi,'t990, 5-11, especially 9.
Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant, 22-6-7863, Dag.
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time.s He finihed the fob rather quickly although it soon dawned upon
him not all his military health colleagues shared his enthusiasm. He was
told his ttanslating efforts §/efe not supposed to hinder his regular job in
whatever way imaginable.6

Under the title Solferino. Tbe uoice of hunani4t on the field of -batïle, extended by Basting himsélf in the form of a prcface and an afterword, the
translàtion apfeared on 19 June 1863. The next day, f9r instance,.the
Algerneen Hanàetsbtad (General Trade Journa-l) wÍot: it.had no doubt their
felTow countrymen would join our Royal fantiy in there recognition of
the great work of Dunant. Even those 'who reg_a1d_ the idea as a utopia,
those
-ill"not withhold him theit approval. We even think that amongst at
the
who will join him in SeptemËèr this yeàr to speak 91 this subiect
Dutchgreat conference of Soèieties for General Use, _wi1l be_many_a
ïnan,., Two days later the I'Jieawe Rotterdamsche Courant §ew Rotterdam
Royal
.fzntiyJoumal) was a-bit more chary with its words. Because the
ïppzrendy had given its approval 'we tltin\»e naJt p:ut the attentions alf
tiise inrurànd in the subiect on this booklet'.8

Aftet this it was silent for some weeks in Dutch newspapeÍs, although
on 6 June 1863 the General Trade Journal broke the silence a bit with
the publication of an artfcle by one of its readers_on the question if and
ho# the ideas of Dunant could be made applicable for the sea-forces.e
But in fact rt was not before the statistical conference at Bedin that the
Dutch would agasn hear of Dunant, of course especia\ pointing at the
fact that Dutchman Basting, one of two Dutch representatives, was
invited to coopefate in section four in which Dunant's ideas on an
international vóluntary otganisation to assist wounded soldiers, would be
discussed. And so the Dutch readers were informed that this proposition
was received 'very favourably and with applause, and that ttiereÍore the
protagonists of this really humanistic plan, èould be very satisfied''1o
Two weeks later the General Trade Journal made known the setting
up of the Committee of Five, sttangely enorrgh oniy naming four of
th"-. Gustave Moynier, of all people, was forgotten, an omission set
s Mart van Lieburg,
to
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stfaight two weeks later. Its task was to PÍepafe statutofy.fegulations for
an in-tetnational committee designed to alleviate the sufferings of soldiers
if war was to raise its head onCe moÍe, and to pfePafe a conference on
behalf of this at the end of October.ll The four intentions of the
committee for the conference were mentioned, such as governmental
recognition of the volufltary aid-organisations, and the names of the
couríries who had aheady piedged they would send fepÍesentatives. The
Nethedands v/efe not amohgsf them.12 This proved to be a wtiting on
the wall. For almost a ye f the newspapers again went silent on Dunant
and his plans.

It was not befoÍe the end of August 1.864 that several newsPaPefs
reported 15 governments had akeady officially.i"T.i the Geneva otganiiation, expÍcitly calling it 'Dunant'i organisatio:r'. Amongst them sadly
enough-toith. Dutch àn., so Basting, who, as Dunant and as ne3dy +
DutcÉ Red Cross-protagonists, was an-adherent of the pfotestant Reveilmovement, again èt himself to work.13 He wrote the pr9Pa8{nda-booklet
A call n rryt ja:tberknd. The aid organisations for hefoing the sick and woanded. He
hoped it;ódd contribute to founding a Dutch Red Cross-organisation,
but he hoped in vain.
On this terain Holland temained dead. I was said to be a stargazer, a
philanthropic exttemist and whatever more. So I decided to pull myself
àor"y fro- the matter and try to persuade others to take ovet my job.1a
Johan Hendrik Christiaan Basting, 1,81,7 -1,870
coming from The Hague, Basting was the founder of the Red ctossbranch of his new hométown Bergen op Zoom - to which he was
banned soon after translating Dunant's book, ptobably because of his
liberal mind. Also he played à role in setting uP the btanches at Utrecht
and The Hague, at leàst if we are willing to believe 11_1.oly*or1s. {n
-wtitten after his untimely death in 1870, for which,
Memoriam,
according to Ch. F. Haje, one of the Dutchmen who around 1900 were
striving fór Dunant's Nobel Peace Prize, the DRC main board should be
bhmeà. Also according to Basting's wife it had completely ignored all
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the work he had done on behalf of the Red Cross in the Nethetlands,
had ignored him when important posts had to be filled and it had played

*o:1or tole in his unwanted resettlemeflt to Bergen op Zoom)s
However, in this same In Memoriam he was also called the one and only
foundet of the DRC.16 As said, this could hardly be furthet away from
the truth.

a

Together with his wife Basting had travelled to Berlin to visit the now
famoui statistical conference. It is unclear if this happened on request or
against the will of minister of \War J. W. Blanken. Accotding_to Haie
Blanken had advised against the tdlt is said he tried to convince Basting's
wife to tell her husband all this talk about Solferino and protecting
doctors and wounded should finish. And he probably told Basting
himself Dunant's ideas were a regrettable utopia, more probable to
hindet than to reach the neuttality wished for, by the way without
explaining what in his eyes neuttality encapsula_ted.l7 Howevet, Basting
himself wrote that Blanken told him 'to go and find out what one had to
say about Dunant's propositions'.18 But some question marks are 2t
place. Did Basting know that the chaiq conference in which Dunant
àdginally would rlnfotd his ideas, was cancelled ? In any_case Basting did
noi know when travelling to Bedin, that Dunant would now talk about
his plans at the same statistical conference to which he went. It even is
queitionable if he knew he v/as to meet Dunant in the Prussian càpital.
The only thing that is cetain is that his voyage to the Geneva conference
later that saÀe year, was undertaken on request of his commanding
officer and with coÍ1sent of Blanken.le

After this conference Basting got side-ttacked which became obvious
at the Convention talks in 1864. Dunafltatarty rate was allowed to take
cate of catering and fireworks, Basting was not even one of the Dutch
representatives, again a consequence of the opposition h_e encountered
within his own military health wotld.20 It inspired Martin Gumpert in his
Dunant-biogaphy to write down the sentence: 'The rebels were put

F. Haje, 'De Stichter van het Roode Kruis', ir'Elseuierc Geïlla$rurd Maandscbift,
mei 1897, 439-474, especially 460; §lillyJ. Heuddass, J. Henry Dunant. Griirder des

rs Chr.

RotenKrettTgs,[JrheberderGenferKonuention,

Stuttgart/Bedin 1984 (4th print), 155.
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Basting's role in the international as in the setting up -of a
national Red Ctoss oÍganisation, was over, which by the way did not
keep him from writin§ a boot on the Dutch Red Cross-branchesone
the DRC was set up.22
ye r
^fter
aside'.21

Hendrik Chtistiaan Van de Veide
As Dunant and Basting, Van de Velde, former mthtary navy-officer
and according to Dutch Rèd Cross-historta;nJ.H. Rombac! 'fr" second
Dutchman at the Red Cross-cradle', was inspired by the Reveil, a
movement also involved in othet initiatives for improving the nursing of
sick and wounded.23 The difficulties in getting off ground a Dutch
oÍganisation, will have su{pfised him. This at least can be the conclusion
dràwn from a letter he wróte to Basting shordy before the 1863 Geneva
confeÍeÍrce. He proposed, if Basting would not be able to come to
Geneva himself, [o qlct ty set up a main committee. That could appoint
him representative, for he aheidy was in Gen9v1, staying at Dunant's
place3{ He nevertheless would not play a,ny role in-setting up the. DRC
io-. y.rtt later, which by the wày did not hinder the main board
making him an honorary member. He did, however, take part in the
ambulànces for the Prussian-Fr^nco 'w^Í' Although he was not a
physician he was in cha_rge of one of four ambulances the DRC send
iowards the battlefields.2s

DisappointmeÍrt and exPianation
The disappointment the Nethetlands not seemed to be able to quickly
follow the Tàotsteps of for instance Prussia in setting up a national
organisation, was gfeat amongst such divetse ptotagonists a.s politicians
and J. de
J. Bosscha, G. Góen van Piinsterer (again a Reveil-adept),
"Bosch

I(empet (one of the few liberals); the physicians professor A.
Pruys ,rrt der Hoeven, L. H. Verwey, who would become the main
board's first secretafy, or the inspector of the land fotces' military health
zr

Martin Gumpert, Dunant. Der koruan

des Roten Krea7,es,

Ziich,

1'938, 160.

Kruis,Der, Haag, 1868.
J.H. C. Basting
23 Cora Bakker-van der Kooy, 'De maatschappelijke positie van ve{Pleegsters in de
periode 1 880- 1 940', h :Tl dscb riil uo o r gu c hi ede ni s, jrg. 96 (1 983), 45 4- 47 5.
2aArchive Hoofdbestuur NRK 1867-1945, inv. nt. 306, dossier 2:letter from Van de
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service (MHS), general L.P.J. Snabilié, who died two years before the
DRC would come of ground, and military men such as G. van der Duyn
van Maasdam and §7.J. IGoop. This last one was editor of the critical
mtlttary magazine De l{ieuwe Spectator (fhe New Spectator), one of the
few Dutch magazines shortly after the appearance of Un soaaenirde
Solferino wholeheartedly suppoting activities and ideas of Dunant and
Basting,26

Knoop was a critical, [beral genetal who for instance very much
admired J. R. Thorbecke, the Dutch liberal politician who drew up the
constitution in 1848, reshaping the Netherlands into a pzrhamentzry
democracy.2T He became an honorary member of the DRC for writing
the brochure The Geneua Conference / 863. Furthermore, he was appointed

ICRC-correspondent in 1865.28 I(noop, who would neveÍ stop striving
towards a strong and offensive Dutch atmy,2e was requested to do so by
Dunant himself, and he accepted in the assumption that a Dutch
organisation was soon to come. To speed up the process he wrote a
letteÍ to a couple of people, such as Basting and Mulder, to fotm a
prcpa:m;tory committee. In this letter his motives to suppoÍt Dunant
became clear. Humanity was one, 'well understood self-intetest', another.
Our country too can be struck by war, our brothers and fellow countrymen
can also be hit by its misery. §7ho has aheart for humanity and love for his
fathedand, has to propagate Dunant's insights.:o

But as Basting he did not get lucky. July 1866 he disappointed gave up
his attempts and his job as ICRC-correspondent.3l

In later writings he further elaborated on the national interest of a
Red Cross-otganisation. \X/at would never seize to be, so wounded
26'Een beroep op de menschelijkheid',in: De nieuwe sputator, 1862-1863,724-725; G.M.
Verspijck, Het Nederkndsche Rood.e Kruir 1867-1967,The Hague, 7967, 67 ; Beelaerts van
Blokland, Basting, 15-16; Idem, Enkele Hoofdpunien uit de Gucbiedenis uan het Nedeilandtche
Roode Kruis, §Tithout place, 7947 ,4 ; For Verweys attempts see : Archive Hoofdbestuur
NRK 1867-1945, inv. nr. 309, archivan píece 20a, L. H. Verwey, Rappott ouer het Opichten
uan een Comité tot Verpb§ng uan Zieke en Gewonde Kijgsliedn in Ooilogttijd, december 1866;
For the positive response of the Red Cross by the De Nieuwe (Iulilitaire) Spectator, see
also : J.Koster, 'Het Roode Kruis', in : De Nieupe Militaire Spectator,l 868, 84-86.
27 W.Belq^ rt, De Nederlandse Defenie (1839-1874), The Hague, 1993,56-59.
z8 Rombach, Nededand en het RK, 14.
zc \Wim Klinkert, Het Vaderland Vffdedigd. Plannen en opuaítingen ouer de uerdediging uan
Nederknd 1874-1914 [The Fathedand Defended. Plans and ideas on the defence of the
Netherlands] (Ihe Hague :SMG, 7992), 77 -7 9.
30 Archive Hoofdbestuur NRK 1867-1945, inv. nr. 306, dossier 6, Knoop to Basting 1410-1865.
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soldiers had to be looked after. But to make this a success one should
not dwell too much on the side of humanity. If the DRC was to be
effective, it should be completely subotdinated to the national miJitary
health service.32

An explanation of Dutch Red Cross-scePticism
That the Netherlands in genetal not overenthusiastically welcomed
Dunant's views, is pardy caused by the fact that neatly all Red Cross
enthusiasts wefe pÍotestant Reveil-protagonists. The Nethetlands weÍe a

teligiously and ideologically divided country, and for differing _reasons
liberals, iocialists and Catholics, and non-Reveil-Protestants for that
m tter, wete anything but enthusiastic about Dunant's ideas. Amongst
those reasons something often described as a tyPiczl Dutch charactetistic: we'll see what to do when time comes ; a chztacteristic that was,
concerning medical care to soldiers, fed by the spontaneous, extensive
aid delivered during the war against Belgium in 1830-1831. Many, so §/as
said, did not see thè necessity óf preparation in times of peace to medical
aid in times of wat. Also it allegedly v/as ti?ically Dutch to import or
back up innovations only after they fully had proven their worth. Besides
Dunanl's plan was considered a utopia (and not always a utopia wo_Íth
living in).- And furthermore some adheted to Flotence Nightingale's
viewi that it was not a task of private orgarizaions to assist sick or
wounded soldiers. Medical care to men fighting for the Fatherland
should not be afl act of charity but a state concern. Amongst them also
quite a number of military medical men who anything but longed for. a
neutral status. They wete part of the Dutch army and wished to remain
an active patt of that zrmy. Not the healing of the wounded, but the
victory of-the Dutch armed forces was their main concern. Scalpel and
bandage were not at fÍst medical instrumerits, but medical weaponry. To
a[ thiJ should, as Nightingale also had done, brought to the fore that
healing the wounds óf war - and especially voluntary, and therefore
cheap healing of wounds - could heighten the change of g9$ng wollnded. An organisation like the Red Cross lowered the threshold of war."
32

onTe uerdediging. Een woord aan mlne landgenooten [On o3r defence. A
,rroid to my fello* countrynnén] (Amsterdam 1'871) 2-3;H.A. Zegers, De geneeskundige
dien$ in fu Arusterdarusche linie lThe medical service in the Amsterdam defence line]

§1.J. Knoop, Ouer

(Amsterdam 1873) 118.

:: Idem, inv. nr. 18, Kort overzicht van de geschiedenis van het Roode Kruis in
Nederland, without date (1884), 7-2;'HetRoode Kruis en de Amsterdamsche linie', in:
De I'lieuwe Militaire Sputator, 1874, 188-205, especially 188; Rombach, Nederland en het
RK 14-15; Pierre Roissier, From Solferino to Ttashima, Genève, 1985, 89; Verepifck, Het
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Finally, at least according to Bosscha, it should be added, that on one
side the Dutch had an MHS fully living up to its task, and on the other

side believed this service would rlever agun be needed because of
everlasting peace, at least in Europe. This last plea was strengthened
when in the midst of the eighteen sixties at last a territorial disagreement
with Luxembourg on the Dutch province of Limburg was setded,
although shortly before it had almost made the Dutch go to wat with
Prussia.3a However, on the other side, the near war with Prussia may
have put the attention on the MHS-weakness stÍengthening the call for a
Red Cross-organisation.

It is not to be wondered that a number of miJitary, military

medical

and Red Cross men repeatedly would emphasize that the thought the
Netherlands would not get involved in warfare, was eÍrofleous. This
thought was, as said, widely sptead and not only in governmental circles,
eager to save every penny possible even it it concerned medical care to
wóunded soldiers. Between 1850 and 1861, expenses on military medical
personnel were lowered with thirty percent, in spite of equal costs of
healthcare and in spite of the fact that the rise of budget of the ministry
of \War in these years v/as almost entirely sPent oÍ1 extending army
personnel. The costs of healthcare stayed between 215000 and 240000
guilders, while the costs of personnel continuously decreased from254500
to 1,75566 guilders.3s

Also many of those active within Red Cross and army themselves,
including the miJitary medical corps, did not dwell often and long on
their possible tasks at a possible field of battle. The balance of powet,
Dutch neutrality and the supposed impregnabiJity of the fortressHolland, guatanteed Dutch safety. No wonder the MHS v/as anything
but prepared for its task if nevertheless the Dutch would go to war. First
of a[ it was said there was not enough money to keep the service on full
war czpacity, and secondly it probably would not have a task to fulfil in
NRK 68; Andté Durand, 'L'évolution de l'ideé de paix dans la pensée d'Henry
Dunant', ír: De laÍopie à la réalité, Genève, 1988,353-395, especially 368; Leo van
Bergen, lVaarde generaal, uoelt a {ch ael goed. Geneetkande, leger, oorlog en urede, Niimegen
1991,38-42; C. Tazelaa4 'Stemmen uit den eersten tijd van de Nededandsche RoodeKruisbewegin{, n: Het boek uan dr Pinses aoor bet Roode Kruis, Amsterdam 1940,235'
245, especially 235.
34
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Some of the military health officets even not dwelled
wartime
^flyw^y.
in wartime at al).. They focused on problems in peacetime on problems
for instance coming from an epidemic - and how to face them in
cooperation with civil healthcare. The reason for this is that they had not
enlisted searching batde and glory. They 'weÍe not eageÍ àt all to show
their worth near the fields of honour. Their choice had been economical
rathff than ideological. The army u/as à way to escape poveftf, no matter
how poor the salary and slim the possibilities of a fine career.36

Although most military health officers were proud to be part of the
Dutch armed forces, and although the strength of these forces was first
on their mind as well, the hope or even the expectation this strength
would ever be tested, was all but absent. They mosdy weÍe part of low
societal classes and tried to climb the ladder through the non-academical
medical study at the so called 'Rijkskweekschool' (Royal medical teaching
school). Medically - and often also politically - spoken their views often
were progressive. Some of them are found in the lists of men introducing social medicine.

All in all it is no wonder the judgment on the MHS must be negative,
if we are guided by the thought that the service should be ptepared for
it task in wartime at all times, as was uttered by a health officer in the
midst of the nineteenth century in the magazine De Nieuwe Sputator Qhe
New Spectator), by the way contradicting the opinion of the editors.3s
The opinion that thete was no need for a Red Cross in the Nethedands
because the MHS was fully prepared to do its job, could therefore only
be the result of wishful thinking; an underestimation of what this job
would encompass, or the thought there would be no job in wartime to
fulfil. It only strengthened the will of Red Cross-protagonists to establish
37

'Hoe zd. mer, onze toekomstige officier van gezondheid voor de militaire dienst kunnen
behouden', in:De Nieuwe Miliiaire Sputator, 1867,290-294; 'Hoe een toekomstig officier
van gezondheid nu teeds over zljne betrekking denkt', in: De Nieuwe Sputator, 78631.864, 1.02-105. The closing sentences of this last aricle are:'O I If only I was allowed to
speak, I could tell you everything about it. But the minister has forbidden it, and when
in service one has to obey. So therefore I keep silent.'
37 A. H. M. Kerkhoff, 'De militair-geneeskundige dienst en de medische hervormingen in
36
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Genuskundige Dienst in Nederlandsch-Indië,Bataia,1867, passim, but especially 3-5, 50-51 ;

'Open brief over de geneeskundige dienst in Nededandsch-Indië', h: T/dsthifi uoor
Nedrrlandsch-Indië,23 (1861), part I, nr. 3, 172-186, passim, but especially 173; E.S.
Houwaart, De Hygiënisten. Artsen, staat en volksgezondheid in Nededand 1840-1890,
Groningen, 199 1, 341 -350.
38 'Geneeskundige dienst', in De Nierute Sputator, 1855-1856, 463-471,, especially 464,467471.
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a Dutch organisation for it would fill the, in their eyes, all too real
shortcomings of the service and on top, being an organisation of
volunteers, keep expenses limited.

Dutch Red Cross
So, despite the role men like Basting and Van de Velde played in
setting up the International Red Cross, a Dutch Red Cross-organisation
was anything but easily established, and when it finaliy came of ground it
§/as not the result of private enteqprise, but, as said, by a Royal Decision
of King Williamlll. And to finish, it was set up in a time of generally
liberal, more or less humanistic reign, but nevertheless in the midst of a
Finally

a

two year conservative interregnum.
In 1866 \William ioyfirlly had accepted the resign of the liberal Fransen
van de Putte-administration, because of a conflict with the minister of
Colonial Affairs. He then called to office the conservative Van ZuylenHeemskerk-administration, which would remain in office until the midst
of 1868. This government too could not solve the colonial difficulties
but it soon found a new pièce de résistance: strengthening the in
conservative eyes by liberal governments for yeats neglected defence.3e
Setting up the Red Cross must be seen in this light, but the immediate
cause was an international conference on aid in times of war to be held
in Paris at end of August 1867. To avoid the shame of absence, on the
196 ofJuly Royal Decision nr. 60 was signed at last calling into being the
'Dutch Society for the Lending of Aid to Sick and §Tounded \il/arriors in
Times Of \il/ar, whether or not the Nethedands themselves aÍe
involved'.4o By the way, these last words have not always been adhered
to. In the First World \X/'ar, for instance, no DRC-ambulance crossed the
border for all the men, women and resources of the DRC should be
avatfable in case the Dutch army would get involved in the battle aftet
ill..41

But all this does not mean we should point at the Dutch King as the
of the DRC. The man who should get least part of the
^t

sole foundet

3e Be\ra Í\ Nededandse defensie, 314,322,352-353.
+oRoyal Decision, 19-7-1867, art. 1; Beelaerts van Blokland, Enkele hoofdpunten, 5;
Verspijck, Het NRK 69,296; 'Verslag van het internationale congtes der maatschappifen tot hulpverschaffing aan zieken en gekwetsten in tiiden van oodog (gehouden te
Parijs van 26-31 augustus 1867), 'n: Nedeilandsch T/dvhift uoor Geneeskunde, 1867, deel
1,561-566.
a1 Leo van Bergen, De Zwaargewonden Eerst ? Hx Nederlandsche Roode Krais en bet araagstuk
oorlog e n urede / I 6 7 - 1 94 5, RotterdamJ 99 4, 210 -21 1.
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praise as .well is . before mentioned Verwey_and. in his footpdnts _the
conservative minister of \War J. A. van den Bosch. On tequest of Van
den Bosch, in 1866 Verwey published the Report on SefiingUp a Conmittee
to Nurse Sick and lWounded lVarriors in Times of lYar. This report was
handed oveÍ to the king.a2 Thereupon the minister, convinced that
Dunant's ideas would strengthen the Dutch zrrny at litde cost, persuaded
\William to indeed set up such a committee.a3 This not only means the
Paris exhibition was iàdeed but an immediate cause and not the
undetlying cause, it also means that it indeed was \X/illiam's hand who
called the society into being, but this hand was led by others.

In 1869, closing an exhibition in The Hague on military medical
instruments, WilliaÀ made cleat he was fairly easily convinced. Not only
did he regard it 'one of my most dear obligations' to ease and better the
fate of wóunded and sick \À/arfiors, he also made clear 'the interest of
fleet and army, of which I am proud to hold taflk, are Yery near to my
^
heart'. By the way, Moynier wàs one of the members of the jury at this
exhibition, and he noticed that unofficialiy the Dutch organisation was
simply called the Red Cross. According to Rombach, back in Geneva he
addiessed sevetal national otganisationi to adopt that nama4
The Íirst board
Twelve days after the decision was published the honorary members
were made known: besides Dunant, they wete Basting, Van de Velde
and Knoop, so exacdy those who had failed setting up the organisation
themselve§. The board §/as presented on 15 August, iust in time to givearte de présence inPais.as The-frst main committee §/as constituted out of
28 The Hague dignitaries, on proposal of the ministdes of War and
Navy, a6 giving it an almost exclusive conservative character. Amongst
them eight military men, four health officers and one civilian physician.
To be named are H. Hardenberg, the very influential, conservative,

a2

+3

Archive Hoofdbestuur NR§ inv. nr. 309, archival piece 20a,20b.
'Het Roode Kruis en de Amsterdamsche linie', in De Nietwe Militaire Spectator, 1874,
188-205, especially 189.

Kruh, parr I, 89 ; Rombach, Nederland en het RK
28-29
+s Beelaerts van Blokland, Enkele hoofdpantea, 5; Verspifck, Het NRK 71.
qe
Handelingen uan het Nedeilandsche Roode Kruis, Part II, 351 ; §7.J.F. Nuyens, Het Roode
Kntis: een aoord tot mljnen landgenooten,Haarlem, 1970, 19; A.R.J. Stumpel, M'J. van
Liebutg,'Het Nededandse Rode Kruis als opleider van verpleegsters 1867-1897', in:
Spiegel Hisariael,19,l {ar. 1984),23-29, especially 24.

ca Handelingen uan het Nedeilandsche Roode

secretary-gen9r.al of the §rar department and chief quartermaster at the
miJitary a-dmrnistratio_n; A. I{eick, secretary-generai of the ministry of
Naval Affairs.; J.J. Sas, inspector of the-aimy's MHS, and J.J.'van
Mulken, who became minister of \x/ar in 1868. Àlthough there.rión this
retired, Roman-catholic, politically independent Iieutíant-general put
d9y" his pte-sidency of thè Red cross department 'ffansporànd meàns
of housing', he stayed on as member of ihe main comriritte.. This was
se.en.as 'proof olge aryil_of the interest in our society which certainly
will..be app19v9d by all'.a, Bosscha became president-and the as Vaí
Mulken politicaily independent retked lieutena-nt-general c. T. van Meurs
vice-president.a8 To cover the first costs, the miÀistry of §7ar, in which
the DRC.was inc-olporated, presented a gift of 1,842.25 guilders.ae It also
offered the building in which the DRC found its firct ihelter, near the
place wherc th_e army's MHS had its quarteÍs. Àccording to the procee-'this
d]ngs of the first general assembly,
place could-not harie been
chosen better'.50

There is no doubt that as a consequence of the setting up by
\ff/illiamIII himself; th_e_personal ties with the governm.rrt,
.sp.Ëir[y thl
ministries of §7ar and Navy; by making the oRc part of minisïry of \x/ar,
and by p-laging the responsibiiity for eiecuting thè Royal Decision in thé
hands of the mentioned ministries, the independencé in relation to the
state, nevertheless .agreed
_!pon, suffered. Not for nothing G. M.
Vetspijck, author of the 1967 book on 100 years of DRC, spofe of an
independence 'in an abbreviated form'. Althoigh the organisaïon was in
charge of the_activities.undertaken by her, inÍmes ofïar the government would have to. be able to rely on the personnel and haterial
suppoÍt of .the DRP In 1.895 the Royal Decisàn was changed tighteï
ning the strings with the military even more.s2
The main committee and the local branches
4: , §,o_".r9queÍ1ce of the 1865 healthcare regulations of Thorbecke
and the 1,876law onhigher education, the openiàg years of the DRC fell
in a timernilitary healthcare was raised to an àcadeióc level, finally put to
law in 1880. However, the pupils of the former non-academiÉ Roy"l
at Handelingen uan het Nederlandsclte Roode Kruis,

partl,lg-20.

Nuyens, Het Roode Knls,21-23.
+q Handelingen van het Nededandsche
Roode Kruis, part I, 14.
so Idem, 13; Verspiick, Het NRK 95.
st Verspijck, het NRK 69.
52 Van Bergen, De
4uaaryewonden eerct,154-160.
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Medical Teaching School for a long time kept plapng a role in the
DRC.53 Amongst them genetal A.A.J. Quanjer - DRC-representative at
the Red Cross-conferences at St. Petersburg (1902) and London (1907)
and at the deliberations on the Second Geneva Convention (1906)54 and M. \1. C. Gori, who by the way loathed the teaching school's
education, 5s and who, more impotantly, looked upon v/ar as a blessing
to mankind.s6But men like Quanjer ot Gori, and Basting, for that matter,
u/ere not the only healthcare officers influencing the Red Cross thoughts,
ideas and activities. Be it not on an academic level, they had enjoyed a
medical education. A part of the military medical echelon, however, was
medically almost illiterate. It concerned men who were made medical
officers after having put on some bandages during the war with Belgian
35 years before. Especially because of suppott of William III, s7 these
'miJitary quacks' kept on playrng a role within the Red Cross. But the
acíral ambulance work - starting at the Prussian-Ftanco war of 18701871 - was done by young doctors combining medical knowledge and a
sense for adventute.

The discrepancy between a medically pardy incompetent board and
the more thorough medical knowledge of the ones actually doing the
job, is probably one of the causes of the quickly emerging problems
between the conservative main board and more progressive local
branches.ss However, one should take care not to exaggerate these
conflicts. Mosdy, even after the most tutbulent meetings, the silent
majority turned out to be an obedient majodty accepting the main
boards propositions without any fundamental changes.se This obedience
certainly is in part a consequence of the Royal offspring, but not its only
one.

s3M.J. van Lieburg, De tweede geneeskundige stand (1818-1865). Een bijdrage tot de
geschiedenis van het medisch beroep in Nederland', n:T/dschifi aoor Ceschiedenis, 96
(1983),433-453, especially 450-453; Idem, 'De academisering van de militair-geneeskundige opleiding in Nededand (1860-1880)', in: De Moulin, 's Rijkskweekschool, 8194.
sa Van Bergen,De zwaargewonden eerst, for instance 774-176,221-230.
ss 'Iets over de mi.litaire geneeskundige dienst', in:De Nieuwe Militaire Sputator, 1873,285301, especially 286-287 .
s6 Van Bergen, De
4aaargewonden eerst,138-145.
st Bevaart, Nederlandse defensie, 26-27 .
'tn:Geneeskundige
58 S. Hermanides, 'De vredesconfetentie en de medische faculteit',
courani
uoor het

koninkijk derNederknden, jrg.61 (1907),239-243, especially 239.
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The consequences of the Royal offspring
Although protestants remained in front, ó0 because of the Royal
Decision men and women of all religions and ideologies joined the Red
Cross-ranks, for in theit eyes the Royal Decision had made it a national
and not aflymoÍe an ideologically driven society. Nevertheless, part of
the Iiberals - of whom many hated the authorit^rr^n \X/illiamlll - and
the majority of socialists remained sceptic, one of the reasons the DRC
would not gain popularity of some substance before the 1950's. In the
short run this was however also the result of the words 'in times of war'
ending the Society's name. §7ith the short time exceptions of the FrancoPrussian and the Boer-wat to which ambulances were sent, this meant
invisibility in the decades of peace, at least in Europe, up until 1914.
But, as said, there now were also non-Reveillists joining the club. For
instance catholic doctor §7.J.F. Nuyens. He embraced the Red Cross
because he thought v/ar was an inevitable phenomenorr, leaving the
healing of wounds the only sane medical response. But he also embraced
the organisation, as he said himself, 'out of love for our King, our
country'.61 \Working for the Red Cross therefore was 'a noble, nationalist
task'.62

Socialist M.\X/. Scheltema supported the DRC

for

rzther different

reasons. Conttary to Nuyens he strove for disarmament and abolishment

of

standing armies. War-preparation did not secure peace, but would
only lead to a next war. But if prevention of war would fail, the existence
of a Red Cross-society could prevent unnecessary suffering within that
war, taking care of the wounded the MHS had to leave aside.63

It meant that amongst the members of the Red Cross and in the
boards of local branches, no longer
p^tt of society was absent. This
^ny
definitely can be called an advantzge,
but the way the organisation was
established had a disadvantage as well. Due to the royal interference the
main board was appointed by the King and the ministry of §7ar. As a
consequence, the societal diversity was absent in The Hagire. The main
board's members were, excluding a seldom exception, \conservative
members of nobility or the military. It has defined its character and
decisions until at least after Wodd \il/ar Two. Furthermore, the manner
eo

.L. Ten Kate, Het Roode Zwaard, het Roode Krais. Zang det tijd"s, Àmsterdam 1 870 ; F. W.
Donker Curtius, 'De Roode Kruis-gedachte', ir,: Het Boek uan fu Prinsu uoor het Roode

J.J

Kruis, Amsterdam, 19 40, 77,
Nuyens, Het Roode Kruis,6.
oz Idem, 5-6, 18.
63 M. §7. Scheltema, Ouer den Ooilog
61

en bet Roode

Kruis, Amsterdam, 1870.
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in which the society was established and the reasons behind rt, zheady
gave the spark for the mentioned change of the Royal Decision in 1895
and a teotganisation in 1917. This reorganisation formalised an in
practice already existing situation. The DRC was now also officially
turned into a cheap, subotdinated extension-piece of the Dutch MHS.
Although this history can be seen in other countries as well, in spite of
the fact that there the Red Cross-organisations u/ere set up by private
initiative, the Royal Decision certainly'il/as aÍr extra argument behind the
militadsation of the DRC. It is to be doubted, at least according to
Dunant-biographer Martin Gumpert, 6a if this was what Dunant had had
in mind when wdting his Un soaaenir de Solfeino.
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